
 
 
 
Mr. Vladimir Putin 
President of the Russian Federation 
4 Staraya Square 
Moscow 103132 
Russia 
 
          13 July, 2006 
 

C.c: 
José Manuel Barroso, President of the European 
Commission 
The Rt Hon Tony Blair, Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom 
George W. Bush, President of the United States of 
America 
Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic 
The Rt Hon Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of 
Canada 
His Excellency Mr. Koizumi Junichiro, Prime 
Minister of Japan 
Dr. Angela Merkel, Federal Chancellor of 
Germany 
Prof. Romano Prodi, Prime Minister of Italy 
Matti Vanhanen, President of the European 
Council, Prime Minister of Finland 

 
 
Dear Mr. President, 
 
On the eve of the G8 summit, we the undersigned Members of the European Parliament 
wish to publicly communicate our concerns to you regarding Mikhail Khodorkovsky, the 
former Chief Executive of Yukos who is currently being held prisoner in Siberia. As 
guarantor of the Russian Constitution the burden is on you personally to ensure the 
survival of Mikhail Khodorkovsky. 
 
We believe that Mikhail Khodorkovsky is a political prisoner of the Russian Federation. 
His trial represented a travesty of justice and he has suffered constant human rights 
abuses during his arrest, trial and imprisonment, including the fact that he is being held, 
contrary to Russian law, far removed from his family in a prison camp in Krasnokamensk, 
Siberia. 
 



In January 2006 Khodorkovsky was put in 5 days solitary confinement for allegedly 
possessing documents that are not allowed for inmates. This decision was subsequently 
found illegal by a Krasnokamensk court. He was put in solitary confinement again a few 
days later, this time for a week, for drinking tea in a place where it was apparently not 
permitted. 
 
In spite of the fact that he is supposed to be under constant guard Khodorkovsky was 
attacked with a knife by a fellow convict in April and stabbed in the face. In response, he 
was again moved to a solitary cell against the expression of his will.  
 
The chairing of the G8 summit in St. Petersburg represents an important opportunity for 
Russia that should not be marred by the brutal treatment that has been afforded Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky. We urge you, in conformity with Russian law, to return him to a prison 
near Moscow and to ensure that he is swiftly given a fair trial. 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
Hans-Gert Poettering MEP (EPP-ED, Germany) 
Chairman of the Group of the European People’s Party and European Democrats 
 
Elmar Brok MEP (EPP-ED, Germany) 
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Camiel Eurlings MEP (EPP-ED, Netherlands) 
Chairman of the Delegation to the EU-Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
 
Baroness Emma Nicholson of Winterbourne MEP (ALDE, UK) 
Vice-Chairwoman of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Edward McMillan-Scott MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Vice-President of the European Parliament 
 
Mario Mauro MEP (EPP-ED, Italy) 
Vice-President of the European Parliament  
 
Alejo Vidal-Quadras MEP (EPP-ED, Spain) 
Vice-President of the European Parliament  
 
Françoise Grossetête (EPP-ED, France) 
Vice-President of the EPP-ED Group 
 
Struan Stevenson MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Vice-President of the EPP-ED Group 
 



Marianne Thyssen MEP (EPP-ED, Belgium) 
Vice-President of the EPP-ED Group 
Member of the Delegation to the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Cooperation Committee  
 
József Szájer MEP (EPP-ED, Hungary) 
Vice-President of the EPP-ED Group 
 
Ona Jukneviciene MEP (ALDE, Lithuania) 
Chairwoman of the Delegation to the EU-Kazakhstan, EU-Kyrgyzstan and EU-
Uzbekistan Parliamentary Cooperation Committees, and for relations with Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Mongolia 
 
Vytautas Landsbergis MEP (EPP-ED, Lithuania) 
Member of the Committee of Foreign Affairs 
Former Head of State and President of the Constitutional Assembly of the Republic of 
Lithuania  
 
Marek Siwiec MEP (PSE, Poland) 
Chairman of the Delegation to the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
Member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs  
 
Timothy Kirkhope MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Member of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
Leader of the UK Conservative Delegation in the European Parliament 
 
Antonio Tajani MEP (EPP-ED, Italy) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
Leader of the Italian EPP-ED Delegation in the European Parliament  
 
Gunnar Hokmark MEP (EPP-ED, Sweden) 
Member of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs 
Leader of the Swedish EPP-ED Delegation in the European Parliament 
 
Karl von Wogau (EPP-ED, Germany) 
Chairman of the Sub-Committee of Security and Defence 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee  
 
Bronislaw Geremek MEP (ALDE, Poland) 
Member of the EU-Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
 
James Nicholson, MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with the countries of South Asia and the South 
Asia Association for Regional Cooperation 
Parliament Quaestor  
 
 



�irts Valdis Kristovskis MEP (UEN, Latvia) 
Vice-Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Security and Defence 
 
João de Deus Pinheiro MEP (EPP-ED, Portugal) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
Former European Commissioner 
 
Charles Tannock MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Vice-Chairman of the Sub-committee on Human Rights  
 
Marco Cappato MEP (ALDE, Italy) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Paulo Casaca MEP (PSE, Portugal) 
Chairman of the Delegation for relations with the NATO Parliamentary Assembly 
 
Rihards P�ks MEP (EPP-ED, Latvia) 
Sub-Member of the EU-Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
 
James Elles MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Laima Liucija Andrikien� MEP (EPP-ED, Lithuania) 
Member of the Sub-Committee on Human Rights 
 
Syed Kamall MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Member of the International Trade Committee  
 
John Bowis MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Vice Chairman of the Delegation to the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly  
 
Ivo Strej�ek MEP (EPP-ED, Czech Republic)  
Member of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs 
Member of the Delegation to the EU-Croatia Joint Parliamentary Committee 
 
José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra MEP (EPP-ED, Spain) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Tunne Kelam MEP (EPP-ED, Estonia) 
Member of the Delegation to the EU-Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
 
Cecilia Malmström MEP (ALDE, Sweden) 
Vice-Chairwomen of the Delegation to the EU-Croatia Joint Parliamentary Committee 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
 



Neil Parish MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Chairman of the Delegation for relations with Australia and New Zealand 
 
María del Pilar Ayuso González MEP (EPP-ED, Spain) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with Mercosur 
 
Bart Staes MEP (Greens, Belgium) 
Member of the Delegation to the EU-Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
 
Margarita Starkevi�i�té MEP (ALDE, Lithuania) 
Member of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs 
Member of the Delegation for relations with Japan 
 
Inese Vaidere MEP (UEN, Latvia) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
Member of the Human Rights Sub-committee  
 
Jürgen Schröder MEP (EPP-ED, Germany) 
Vice-Chairman Delegation to the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee 
Member of the EP Election Observation Mission to Russia in 1999 
 
Jerzy Buzek MEP (EPP-ED, Poland) 
Member of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 
Member of the Delegation to the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
 
Bogdan Klish MEP (EPP-ED, Poland) 
Chairman of the Delegation for relations with Belarus 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Avril Doyle MEP (EPP-ED, Ireland) 
Vice-Chairwomen of the Delegation for relations with the Gulf States, including Yemen 
 
Aldis Kuškis MEP (EPP-ED, Latvia) 
Vice-Chairman of the Delegation for relations with Belarus 
 
Anders Wijkman MEP (EPP-ED, Sweden) 
Member of the Delegation to the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly 
 
Hanna Foltyn-Kubicka MEP (UEN, Poland) 
Member of the Delegation to the EU-Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
 
Árpád Duka-Zólyomi MEP (EPP-ED, Slovakia) 
Vice-Chairman of the Delegation to the EU-Armenia, EU-Azerbaijan and EU-Georgia 
Parliamentary Cooperation Committees 
Member of the Human Rights Sub-Committee  
 



José Javier Pomés Ruiz MEP (EPP-ED, Spain) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with the countries of Southeast Asia and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
 
Ari Vatanen MEP (EPP-ED, France) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Luisa Fernanda Rudi Ubeda MEP (EPP-ED, Spain) 
Chairwoman of the Delegation for relations with the Maghreb countries and the Arab 
Maghreb Union  
 
Thomas Mann MEP (EPP-ED, Germany) 
Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs 
 
Nikolaos Vakalis MEP (EPP-ED, Greece) 
Member of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy; Member of the Delegation 
to the EU-Romania Joint Parliamentary Committee 
 
Piia-Noora Kauppi MEP (EPP-ED, Finland) 
Member of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs 
Member of the Delegation for Relations with the People’s Republic of China 
 
Christopher Beazley MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Founder Member and Chaiman of the Baltic States Intergroup  
 
Paul Rübig MEP (EPP-ED, Austria) 
Member of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 
 
Albert Van Maat MEP (EPP-ED, Netherlands) 
Vice-Chairman of the Delegation to the EU-Kazakhstan, EU-Kyrgyzstan and EU-
Uzbekistan Parliamentary Cooperation Committees, and for relations with Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Mongolia 
 
Iles Braghetto MEP (EPP-ED, Italy) 
Vice-Chairman of the Fisheries Committee 
 
Simon Coveney MEP (EPP-ED, Ireland) 
Member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
 
Dirk Sterckx MEP (ALDE, Belgium) 
Chairman of the Delegation for relations with the People’s Republic of China 
 
Geoffrey Van Orden MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
 
 



Philip Bushill-Matthews MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Member of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs 
Member of the Delegation for relations with the countries of South Asia and the South 
Asia Association for Regional Cooperation 
 
Richard Ashworth MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Member of the Delegation to the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee 
 
Pilar del Castillo Vera MEP (EPP-ED, Spain) 
Member of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 
Member of the Delegation for relations with the People’s Republic of China 
 
Justas Vincas Paleckis MEP (PSE, Lithuania) 
Member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Member of the Delegation to the EU-Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
 
Aloyzas Sakalas MEP (PSE, Lithuania) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with Belarus 
Sub-member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
 
Maria Berger, MEP (PSE, Austria) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with the countries of South Asia and the South 
Asia Association for Regional Cooperation  
 
Marco Pannella, MEP (ALDE, Italy) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with Israel 
Sub-member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
 
Ioannis Kasoulides MEP (EPP-ED, Cyprus) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Gitte Seeberg MEP (EPP-ED, Denmark) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Satu Hassi MEP (Green, Finland) 
Vice- Chairwoman of the Committee on Environment 
Member of the Delegations to the to the EU-Kazakhstan, EU-Kyrgyzstan and EU-
Uzbekistan Parliamentary Cooperation Committees, and for relations with Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Mongolia 
 
Den Dover MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Member of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 
Member of the Delegation for relations with Canada 
 
Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert MEP (ALDE, Netherlands) 
Member of the Delegation to the EU-Romania Joint Parliamentary Committee 
 



Jules Maaten MEP (ALDE, Netherlands) 
Member of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
Member of the Delegation for relations with the countries of Southeast Asia and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
 
Bernd Posselt MEP (EPP-ED, Germany) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Giles Chichester MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Chairman of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 
 
Claude Moraes MEP (PSE, UK) 
Member of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
 
Zbigniew Zaleski MEP (EPP-ED, Poland) 
Member of the International Trade Committee 
 
Konrad Szymanski MEP (UEN, Poland) 
Member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Member of the Delegation for relations with Belarus 
 
Gintaras Didziokas MEP (UEN, Lithuania) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with the countries of Southeast Asia and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
 
Eugenijus Gentvilas MEP (ALDE, Lithuania) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with Belarus 
 
David Sumberg MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
 
Jolanta Dickuté MEP (ALDE, Lithuania) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with Switzerland, Iceland and Norway  
 
Toomas Hendrik Ilves MEP (PSE, Estonia) 
Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
 
Lapo Pistelli MEP (ALDE, Italy) 
Chairman of the Delegation for relations with South Africa 
Member of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
 
Wieslaw Stefan Kuc MEP (PSE, Poland) 
Member of the Delegation to the EU-Bulgaria Joint Parliamentary Committee 
 
Patrick Gaubert MEP (EPP-ED, France) 
Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 



 
Sergio Berlato MEP (UEN, Italy) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with Australia and New Zealand 
 
Duarte Freitas MEP (EPP-ED, Portugal) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with Canada  
 
Jose Albino Silva Peneda MEP (EPP-ED, Portugal) 
Member of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs 
 
John Purvis, MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs 
 
Toine Manders MEP (ALDE, Netherlands) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with the People’s Republic of China 
 
Elena Valenciano Martinez-Orozco MEP (PSE, Spain) 
Member of the Sub-Committee on Human Rights 
 
Christopher Heaton-Harris MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Member of the Delegation for relations with the countries of Central America 
 
Jaime Mayor Oreja MEP (EPP-ED, Spain) 
Member of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
Leader of the Conservative Spanish Delegation in the European Parliament 
 
Vittorio Prodi MEP (ALDE, Italy) 
Member of the Delegation to the EU-Croatia Joint Parliamentary Committee 
Member of the Committee on Enviroment 
 
Ana Maria Gomes MEP (PSE, Spain) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Raul Romeva i Rueda (Greens, Spain) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee and of the Sub-Committee of Human Rights 
 
Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Atkins MEP (EPP-ED, UK) 
Deputy Leader of the UK Conservative Delegation  
Sub-Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Zsolt Becsey (EPP-ED, Hungary) 
Member of the Sub-Committee on Defence 
 
Marie Anne Isler Beguin (Greens, France) 
Member of the Delegation to the EU-Armenia, EU-Azerbaijan and EU-Georgia 
Parliamentary Cooperation Committees 



 
Caroline Jackson (EPP-ED, UK) 
Member of the Delegation of relations with People’s Republic of China 
Former Chairman of the Committee on Environment 
 
Michael Gahler (EPP-ED, Germany) 
Member of the Sub-Committee on Human Rights 
 
Hannu Takkula (ALDE, Finland) 
Member of the Culture and Education Committee 
 
Panagiotis Beglitis (PSE, Greece) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
Šar�nas Birutis MEP (ALDE, Lithuania) 
Member of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy  
 
Jana Hybášková MEP (EPP-ED, Czech Republic) 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


